	Solar panel installer 

	– An individual who installs thin panels consisting of an array of solar cells to generate electricity from the sun.

	Recycling plant worker 

	– An individual who reprocesses used or abandoned materials.

	Environmental educator 


	– A person who teaches about how natural environments function and how humans can manage their behaviour.

	Environmental scientist


	– A scientist who studies human interactions with the environment.


	Climatologist 


	– A scientist who examines the meteorology of climates.

	Park ranger
	– A person who protects and preserves parklands.

	Green designer
	– An individual who creates sustainable designs (inside or outside)

	Mass transit operator
	– A person who transports a large number of people via bus, train, or boat.

	Green builder



	– An individual who develops and builds sustainable and green structures.


	Green landscaper
	– An individual who helps reduce negative impacts that land development may have on land, water, and air.

	Organic farmer
	– A farmer who relies on crop rotation, manure, compost, and biological pest control to produce food free of synthetic material or feed additives.

	Hybrid car engineer
	– A person who creates automobiles that use two or more forms of power.


	Green business owner 

	· An individual whose business has little or no negative impact on the global or local environment, society, or economy.

	Politician
	· A politician who uses their power and connections to implement environmental protection policies.

	Public health nurse
	· A registered nurse with specific duties related to public health (water, air quality)

	Waste management manager
	· One that manages a recycling centre or landfill

	Environmental clean-up consultant
	· One that advises companies or governments on the proper methods of environmental clean up (spills, dumping, burial)

	Water quality analyst
	· One who tests water from various locations

	Environmental policy lawyer
	· Someone that works for companies or governments negotiating policies

	Zoologist
	· An individual that studies (population counts, breeding programs) and works with (training) animals


Warm-up: Introduction to Green Jobs


1. Pass out green job titles and green job descriptions so each student has one card. Have each student find the partner with the corresponding match.

2. Once students have found their match, ask each pair to introduce their job and share their definition.

3. After hearing each of these jobs, tell students that these are all examples of green jobs. Ask students if they have heard of green jobs. What are they? Where have they heard of them?


Activity One: Discussion - What Qualifies as a Green Job?

1. In this activity, you will challenge students’ general ideas of what a green job is. Your students would hopefully agree that someone in the sustainable building sector has a job that’s considered “green,” but would they be quick to agree that teachers can be included in the green job sector? What about health care providers, waste management workers, car manufacturers, scientists, farmers, politicians, non-profit organization worker, etc.? Discuss the following with your students.
a) What did all of the jobs on the cards have in common?
b) Encourage a class brainstorm. On the board, write down words and ideas associated with “green jobs.”
c) Looking at this list, have students come up with language to use to define “green job.” As a whole class, use the specific language they brainstormed to create an official class definition of a green job.
d) What qualifies as a green job? Refer to the green job cards and list the job titles on the board. Are there any jobs they do or do not think fit the definition of a green job? Why or why not?
e) Now challenge students to name careers that are not listed. Encourage them to think outside of the box and see if they can expand this list.
f) Ask your students what they want to do for a career or profession. Could any of these careers be considered green? Why or why not?
g) Encourage debate and discussion. Be sure to challenge students’ traditional ideas of what a green job is.
h) Another important discussion point is that a plethora of occupations can be “green.” In addition to vocational education and job skills training, it is important that the ethic and understanding of sustainability and positive environmental impact is imparted. This is why environmental awareness and education are important in all sectors and throughout all grade levels. 


�I think this might be a bit boring for students – most of the jobs are “self evident” as green jobs/descriptions. 





Why not add/include the challenge to students to brainstorm green actions, choices and decisions that could be made by individuals in MANY careers – a book store owner, a farmer, a grocer, a nurse, a teacher, a plumber, a fashion designer – students (in groups) could brainstorm five occupations they would like to have and then brainstorm how they could make their occupation have a “green” influence. IE challenge the students to make being green part of every career – not just something that a “specialist” or “eco-job” is going to do.





I realize there is good reason to also discuss “specialist” occupations but I think we don’t want to ignore the masses. 





