REFERENCE ASSIGNMENT:  
Creating a Collection of Climate Change References/Resources
You will be doing some investigative work in the second half of this unit.  To begin this, you will set up a resource page collaboratively.  This will be a wiki page that you will all have access to.  This page will be a series of annotated links to quality resources under the categories below.  

 Each person will be contributing 
two (2) unique resources to this collection, 
both of which are a level 3 or above.  

Resources that are not a level 3 will be removed and the student asked to find another one.  Evaluated resources will have the Level (3 or 4) included beside them to give users information about its quality.
Each resource will be graded out of a total of 12 marks (/6 I and /6 C) for a total of 24 marks.  The assessment rubric  is on the back of this page.
You will be assigned a topic category for the library research period. 
· issue

· initiative 

Topic Categories (in context of Climate Change):
Albedo







Greenhouse Gases

Agriculture






Historical temperature, CO2 concentrations

Carbon Sinks






Human Activities’ Impact

Carbon Sources






Ice (sea ice & glaciers)
Carbon Tax / Cap and Trade/Carbon Credits


Indigenous Issues

Desertification






Invasive Species


Ecozone Boundaries-changing




Ocean Acidification



Evidence for Climate Change – Ice Cores



Ocean Currents- impact on

Evidence for Climate Change – Tree Rings, Lake Benthic Cores 
Permafrost Melt

Forestry






Phenology
Extreme Weather Events




Polar Amplification 

Fishing Industry






Renewable Energy Impacts

Fossil Fuels






Sea level rise/Coastal Erosion 
Glacier and Ice Melt





Species Extinction

Global Temperature - data

IPCC

Drive Clean






sequestering carbon dioxide

Energy Star






renewable energy

Government rebates (local, federal, international)

land use policies
retrofitting old houses





transportation policies
carbon offset programs, emissions trading, carbon taxes

architecture/building design

tree-planting programs





individual actions
recycling programs





deep saline aquifers
emission reductions

reducing greenhouse gases

reducing electricity use
water resource management

Example:
[image: image1.png]



http://www.utschools.ca/
The University of Toronto Schools is an independent school for high achieving students, located in Toronto, ON.  The website’s main page gives a succinct summary of the school’s purpose, updates on student/staff achievements, practical information on the calendar and notice of important upcoming events.  It is easy to navigate to more detailed pages on the history, mission and nature of the school; education (academics, athletics, student life, leadership, outreach and citizenship), admissions (rationale for selecting UTS and the process of entering) as well as news & events for the community.  There are specific pages on student support, information for parents and alumni affairs.  The school, while currently funded by tuition fees, is making an obvious effort to attract and financially support students of low-income families with a variety of ways for individuals or groups to donate financially. The page is designed to answer any questions one might have; contact information is provided as well.

RUBRIC for Climate Change Resources


	Criteria
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1

	Publication Date
/2 (I)
	Within last 2 years
	Within last 3 years
	Within last 5 years
	Not present

	Source Credibility

/6 (I)


	Emphasis on current science publications, periodical, or website e.g. from Howard Hughes Institute, a university.
This includes feature articles in Sci Am, New Sci, Discover.


	Periodical is a non-science publication/newsmagazine / website/database

 (e.g. Maleans,Newsweek)

	A general interest publication/website/database with author/ association identified.
Not associated with an academic institution or government agency


	A general interest publication with unaffiliated author.

Not associated with an academic institution or government agency.

	Audience for Source

/2 (I)
	Audience with an understanding of science
	Audience with some understanding of science
	General audience
	General audience

	Information in Source

/2 (I)

	Must be specific for  and focussed on the topic in question, factual and validated
	Has information that is focussed on the topic in question, factual and from a credible source
	About ½ of the article/website is on the topic in question but has not been validated
	Source covers a variety of topics and mentions this one. Material is opinion of author.

	Annotation

/12
(C) 
	The resource is summarized accurately, succinctly and clearly in about 150 words. Terminology is used meticulously and correctly.  There are no spelling errors.  
	The resource is summarized accurately and clearly in 150 words ± 20.  Terminology is used well and is correct.  There are few spelling errors.  
	The resource is summarized in 100-250 words.  Terminology is used, but not always correctly.   There are spelling errors.  Answer is long and not always on topic; it may misrepresent some of the information in the resource.
	Poor use of relevant terminology.  The summary is <100 or >250 words and contains misunderstandings, errors and/or misrepresentations..  
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