Tips for Writing Advocacy & Action Letters

	Q: Why write an advocacy letter?

	
•To encourage a specific action or outcome on an issue (i.e. deforestation)
•To discourage a specific action or outcome (i.e. logging)
•To remind government officials of opinions that citizens hold (that’s YOU)
•Letters ARE considered when officials prepare their votes!!!
•To encourage ACTION taken by officials, local community groups, etc.


	Q: Who should I contact?	

	Anyone who has a role in achieving your desired outcome! Usually government officials are the recipients, but community groups, centres, businesses, and others may be helpful.


	Q: What difference does it make?

	If you don’t express your views, the recipient of your letter may never know. It is critical for citizens to participate in the decision making process, especially in environmental issues where timing is important (inability to repair damage or extinction) and in cases where a very vocal minority opinion may be drowning out other voices.


	Q: Should I expect a response?

	Yes! Most people will respond to you, including politicians. The smaller the
organisation the more likely you are to have dialogue with them. Some politicians respond with their “set of views” that may differ from yours, but keep writing!




 (
In groups research key organisations you could contact. Write your list below:
)
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